Third Annual National Mixed Heritage Student Leadership Retreat:

Registration Packet
An Effort of MAVIN Foundation’s Education Project through the Campus Awareness + Compliance Initiative
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Introduction
Welcome to MAVIN Foundation’s 3rd annual National Mixed Heritage Leadership Retreat.  Building upon the success of the last two years retreat, this will be an opportunity for mixed heritage and transracially adopted students from across the nation to:

· Develop valuable leadership and organizing skills

· Share ideas with students from across the nation

· Help build a national mixed heritage student community

We are expecting a total of 40 attendees to this year’s retreat.  There will be a $75 registration fee for the retreat; further information on payment and travel stipends is included.  The retreat will be held outside of Seattle, Washington in the beautiful Pacific Northwest June 23rd to the 26th.   Any student or young adult aged 16 years or older at the time of the retreat is invited to apply.  This packet should have all of the information you will need to apply and prepare for the retreat.  I look forward to seeing you there!
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Alfredo Padilla

MAVIN Foundation Education Manager
alfredo@mavinfoundation.org
206-240-5800

Timeline

May 19
Retreat registration form due

May 26
Retreat attendees will be informed that they have been accepted

June 2

Registration fee due



Provide final travel schedules to MAVIN
June 23
Arrive in Seattle Washington; be at MAVIN office by 12pm

June 26
Return from Retreat location to Seattle Washington by 3pm

Registration Form

Please fill in all of the following information.  Applications are due May 19, 2006.  By submitting this application you agree to the following:
Neither MAVIN Foundation or any associated sponsors or partners are responsible for illness, injury or loss of property associated with MAVIN Foundation’s 3rd annual Mixed Heritage Student Leadership Retreat; including retreat activities or travel associated with the retreat, including travel to and from Seattle, Washington for the purpose of attending the retreat.

Personal Information:

Name: ___________________________________________

Street address: __________________________________ Apt.  ______ City: _____________ 
State: ______ Zip: ______________ Home Phone: _________________________ Age: _____

Cell Phone: __________________________ Email:  __________________________________
School Information:

School Name: _______________________________________
Year in School (circle one):
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
Grad
Other

City: __________________________________ State: _____________

Short Answer:

Please write between one paragraph and one-half page explaining why you want to attend this retreat and what issues you would like to see addressed.
Optional:

Do you have any special needs we should be aware of? (ie. disability, dietary, religious, medical)

Note: we are asking for the following information to better understand the students who are interested in this opportunity.  This information will not be used as criteria for reviewing your application

What is your racial or ethnic background? 
Are you an adoptee?
What is your gender?

Registration Fee:

There will be a $75 registration fee charged to attendees which will cover a portion of retreat costs.  Registration fees from accepted applicants are due by May 26.  Your payment options are:
A check payable to MAVIN Foundation mailed to:

MAVIN Foundation

ATTN: CACI Retreat

600 1st Ave

Ste 600

Seattle, WA 98104

Visa or MasterCard payable to MAVIN Foundation by phone at 1-888-77MAVIN

How to Prepare
Preparing for an event like this one can often be an involved process.  This guide is intended to make that process easier for you by addressing some common issues and questions.  Please also feel free to contact Alfredo Padilla if you have any questions or concerns about the retreat.

Contacts and Locations:

MAVIN Foundation offices are located at:

600 First Ave

Suite 600

Seattle, WA 98104

A map can be found at:

http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?searchtype=address&country=US&addtohistory=&searchtab=home&address=600+1st+ave&city=seattle&state=wa&zipcode=98104
You can reach MAVIN Foundation offices by phone at:

1-888-77MAVIN or 206-622-7101

CACI Project Manager Alfredo Padilla can be reached at:

206-240-5800

Applications:

In the timeline above you will see due dates and expected response dates for the registration form, travel stipend application and fee waiver application.  Be sure to get your application(s) in on time.  Should any of these dates change, we will inform applicants promptly.

Money:

Your costs for this retreat will include the $75 registration fee plus travel costs to and from Seattle Washington.
Arriving:
We will be departing from MAVIN’s offices at 1:30 PM on Friday June 23rd.  Please be sure to arrive in Seattle by at least 12:00 PM as we will be gathering at the MAVIN offices at 1:00 PM to prepare for departure.
You can take Metro bus number 194 (ask at airport for bus stop location) from Sea-Tac International Airport to MAVIN’s offices.  Get off at the Pioneer Square bus tunnel station and go west on James Street until you reach First Ave.  MAVIN’s offices are on the sixth floor of the Pioneer Building.  If you are lost please call us.
Taxi rides from Sea-Tac to MAVIN offices cost about $33 not including gratuity.

In addition we will be picking students up from the airport and bus station on a set schedule throughout the day.  We will expect that you submit your travel schedule by May 26 so that we can arrange the most convenient times to make such pick ups.

If you are arriving on Thursday the 22nd, please contact Alfredo Padilla at least one week before the retreat date.  Accommodations for Thursday will be extremely limited, so please avoid early arrival, if possible.
What to bring (and what not to bring):

Attendees should be sure to bring the following items:

· A sleeping bag

· Clothes suitable for outdoor activities, including a rain jacket of some kind and at least one set of warm clothes as the weather is unpredictable

· Toiletries (bar soap and toilet paper will be provided)

· A towel

· Any necessary medications

Optional items that may be useful include:

· Bathing suit

· Pillow and/or blanket

· Flashlight
· Bug Spray

· CD’s
Please do not bring:

· Alcohol or illegal drugs

· Weapons

· Expensive valuables
What to expect:

The retreat will be focused on developing skills that will help attendees be more effective organizers and advocates for mixed heritage and transracial adoptee issues.  This will mean that a large portion of your time will be spent in workshops learning new skills and sharing your own unique skills with other attendees.
We will also spend a significant amount of time team building and networking.  This will involve some organized icebreakers but also free time for you to interact with fellow students.  There will also be outdoor activities planned.
Full meals will be provided starting with dinner on the evening of Friday June 23rd and ending with breakfast the morning of Monday June 26th.  We will also provide snacks and beverages as well as some entertainment (ie. board games, movies, cards etc.)

Departing:

We will be leaving the retreat location at 12:00 PM on Monday June 26th.  We will stop at Sea-Tac Airport to drop off those who have earlier flights, but please do not schedule your flight before 4:00 PM to give yourself ample time in case of delays.  We expect to arrive at the MAVIN office by 3:00 PM.

Fundraising Guide

Raising money to cover travel and registration expenses can seem daunting, but as a student you actually have a variety of opportunities to find funds both on and off campus for leadership opportunities.  
Costs

Your first step should be to calculate how much money you will need to raise.  For this opportunity expenses includes the $75 registration fee plus the costs of travel to and from Seattle, Washington.  Good tips for travel are:
· Use online travel websites; I can usually find good prices from:

Travelocity.com

Vipfares.com

Alaskaair.com

Southwest.com

Jetblue.com

Spiritair.com

Flyi.com

Sidestep.com

· Consider alternative forms of travel, especially if you’re coming from the Western part of the country.  Travel on a greyhound bus may not sound glamorous, but I once went from Seattle to Washington D.C. for $100!
· Find out about student discounts for all forms of travel; studentuniverse.com is a good place to start

On-Campus Funding Sources
Once you have your budget, begin looking for money on your campus.  Although the school year has ended for many students, there are still opportunities for fundraising on campus.  I will mark good summer opportunities with an asterisk.

· Recognized Student Group: if you’re attending as the representative of a student group that has access to funding they may be able to cover part of your costs.

· Student government: it’s difficult to find funding for an off-campus event from student government, but it’s worth a phone call to find out if there might be an opportunity

· Student Resource Centers: If your campus has a student resource center(s) that address diversity concerns, they often have a fund of money that they can give to students for opportunities like this

· *Administration: Your school’s president, vice presidents, provosts, deans, and other administrative offices are often willing to fund leadership opportunities like this.
· *Academic Departments: as with administrators, academic departments are a great place to ask for funding.  Try to target academic departments that would have some interest in the issue, such as Ethnic Studies, Sociology, Anthropology, or your major.
Of the above listed on-campus sources, your best bet will likely be Administration and Academic Departments, this is fortunate for students whose normal school year has already ended as these sources are often still available in the summer months.
Off-Campus Funding Sources
Off-campus funding sources are more difficult to access than on-campus ones, but there are opportunities available.  You can search online for scholarships that may help cover part of your cost.  Local businesses are sometimes willing to sponsor students for leadership opportunities, and major corporations that are based in your area are also a possible source.  I also encourage you to do event fundraising such as a car wash.  This can be a quick and easy way to raise several hundred dollars in a single day.

Fundraising Letter:

A fundraising letter is usually the most common method of approaching on or off campus funding sources.  Below is a sample letter.  I encourage you to tailor it to your specific situation and funding target.   Things to be sure to emphasize include:
· Benefit to school and community due to your participation
· Importance of the issues that will be addressed

Sample letter:

(recipients name, title and address)







(date)

Dear (insert name),

I am writing to ask for your assistance to attend the 2nd Annual Mixed Heritage Student Leadership Retreat.  Over the past few decades, a rapidly growing mixed heritage community has broadened the discussion around race at (insert school name) and the nation.  (optional) My involvement with (insert student group name) at (insert school name) has given me a greater appreciation for the importance of these issues to the broader campus community, and I see this retreat as an excellent opportunity to raise the level of discussion about mixed heritage issues and diversity at (insert school name) by developing my leadership and communication skills.

In order to attend this retreat I must raise funds in the amount of (insert costs) to cover transportation and registration.  I am asking for your financial support for all or part of these costs.  I have attached a budget and will follow up with you on (insert date no later than one week after you submit the letter) to answer any questions you might have.  Thank you very much for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

(your signature and name)
Be sure to follow up with your fundraising target after you have delivered the letter by phone or in person.  I also encourage you to deliver the letter in person and seek the opportunity to deliver it directly into the hands of the person who will be making the decision (ie. the dean of the school rather than their assistant).


