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MAVIN FOUNDATION PARTNERS WITH STUDENTS TO REGISTER 2,000 LIFE-SAVING DONORS IN 6th NATIONAL MARROW-THON
(Seattle, WA)  This spring, MAVIN Foundation’s MatchMaker Bone Marrow Project will launch the 6th National Marrow-thon, with donor registration drives sponsored by 30 organizations across the nation. “Marrow-thon” aims to register at least 2,000 new potential bone marrow donors to the National Marrow Donor Program Registry (NMDP), making this one of the largest efforts ever to register multiracial and minority donors.

This year, 30,000 people will be diagnosed with diseases that are treatable with a marrow or peripheral blood stem cell transplant. Patients are most likely to find a matching donor from a similar racial or ethnic background. Multiracial people have great difficulty finding matching donors because a mere 2% of the more than five million donors in the National Registry are mixed race; only 25% are minorities.

One-year-old Josiah is of Japanese and Jordanian heritage and desperately needs a bone marrow transplant to save his life. Chris is Puerto Rican and Caucasian and after fighting leukemia for six years, he was recently diagnosed with a more severe form of cancer. His last hope is a bone marrow transplant! Sheri is of Japanese and Caucasian ancestry and has been looking for a donor since 1997. Alisha is a 4-year-old South Asian patient who is searching for her perfect match! MatchMaker’s 6th National Marrow-thon will be held in memory of Brandon Times, a multiracial six-year-old who battled leukemia and passed away on March 17, 2004. On behalf of these patients, MatchMaker and partner organizations like MatchPia.org will raise awareness about the urgent need to diversify the pool of potential donors and provide equal access to life saving treatments!  

“It only takes 15-minutes to fill out a health questionnaire and give a small blood sample to be added to the National Registry,” explains Nicki Carrillo, MatchMaker Project Manager. “Donors must be between the ages of 18 and 60 and in good general health. If you are a match for a waiting patient, there are both surgical and non-surgical methods to donate. A healthy body will replace the bone marrow within a few weeks, with no compromise to the donors’ immune system.” Carrillo adds, however, that potential donors should be fully educated about the process and committed to donate if called.

In 2004 MatchMaker partnered with over 300 volunteers representing multiracial and communities of color from California to Pennsylvania. Together, we registered 3,000 new potential donors to the National Registry! Of those registered, 33% identified as mixed race and 78% were people of color!

MAVIN Foundation creates innovative projects that celebrate and advocate for mixed race people and families to create a cohesive, multicultural society. Created in 2001, MatchMaker is the only national program dedicated to mixed race marrow donor education, recruitment and retention. For more information, please visit: www.mavinfoundation.org. 
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